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four jewel-encrusted pillars joined by a golden chain, and enwreath-
ed with a rope of large pearls. Many chowries with golden handles
waved before him; his left foot rested on a footstool of crystal."1
A comparison of these two descriptions, especially if the verbosity of
the latter is eschewed, shows that the king in the earlier half of the
seventh century, when granting an audience usually sat on a
gorgeous throne, under a canopy, placing his left foot on a foot-stool.
On either side of him stood Ms fly-whisk bearers, while he was
surrounded by his armed attendants and nobles.
These statements of Ban a can be confirmed by the evidence of
Yiian Ohwang, who does not fail to refer to the royal throne.
"The sovereign's dais", he observes, "is exceedingly wide and
high, and it is dotted with small pearls. What is called the
"Lion's Seat" (that is, the actual throne) is covered with fine cloth,
and is mounted by a jewelled foot-stool."3 This is undoubtedly a
reference to the simhdsana on which the king sat and rested his legs.
That many details of such a usage remained current from
Gupta times can be proved to some extent by the aid of contemporary
inscriptions. Let us take, for example, the question of a foot-stool.
The undated Bhitarl stone-pillar inscription of Skanda Gupta, des-
cribes how u he placed (his) left foot on a foot-stool which was a
king (of that tribe himself) ".8 Again, in the Alina copper plate grant
of Siladitya VII, dated A. D, 766-67, Kharagraha I's "footstool
was covered over with the lustre of the jewels of a hundred kings ".*
Another feature of royal life in this ago was the institution of
umbrella-bearers, especially during the rule of the Vakatakas, There is
reason to believe that the umbrella-bearers (Chatra dhaririah) became as
privileged as the police officials and soldiers (Cdta-bhata) from the days
of Samudra Gupta. The Chammak copper-plate grant of Maharaja
Pravarasena II, states that the village of Carmaika was not to be
entered into either by the Cdta-bhata or the Cchcttra? A similar
exception was made in the Siwani plates of the same ruler regarding
their entry into the village of Kollapuraka.6
1 Bana, Kadambarl, p. 6.
3  Yuan Chwang, op. dt,, I, p. 147; Hiuen Tsiang, op. cit,t 1,75-
8 Fleet, op. cit., (13), p. 55, text, p..53 -
stambhanfy-SdyalSna ksititala-fayamye yena nita triyamfi. Also see Allan, CatalQgm,
p, 18 wherein the lyrist type of Samudra Gupta's coins shows him resting on a
foot-stool
4  Ibid., (39), p. 182.
5  Ibid., (55), p. 242.
6  Ibid., (56), p. 248,